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What Victory Tastes Like 

Work in series titled “Notice-Forest” by Yuken Teruya 

 

BEAUTY IN UNEXPECTED PLACES 

 

1. The ass saw the angel of Adonai taking a stand in the path…  (Numbers 22:23) 

 

2. “How fair are your tents, O Jacob; your dwellings, O Israel!”  (Numbers 24:5) 

 

3. “Blessed be Adonai,” Yitro said…  (Exodus 18:8) 

 

4. The men were in great awe of Adonai; they offered a sacrifice to Adonai, and they made 

vows.  (Jonah 1:16) 

 

5. The people of Nineveh had trust in God…  (Jonah 3:5) 

 

The king of Nineveh rose from his throne…“Let everyone turn back from their evil ways 

and from the injustice of which they are guilty.”  (Jonah 3:6-8) 

 

6. The redeemer (ha-goel) said to Boaz, “Acquire for yourself.”  He took off his sandal.  (Ruth 

4:8) 

 

And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be Adonai, who has not withheld a redeemer 

(goel) from you today!”  (Ruth 4:14) 

 

 



 redeem – גָאַל .7

 

 redemption – גְאֻלָה

 

 defile – גָאַל

 

 defilement - גֹאֶל

 

8. “What may I curse that God has not cursed?”  (Numbers 23:8) This wicked man sought 

out the precise moment of divine wrath, of which it is said: “God is wrathful each day” 

(Psalm 7:12) But this wrath lasts only for a moment, since it also says: “The compassion 

of God is all day long…” (Psalm 52:3) The entire goal of the wicked is to find that moment 

of wrath.  The righteous, by contrast, seek out the good will of Heaven.  “As for me, my 

prayer is for a time of good will” (Psalm 69:14).   Even beyond that, they seek out the 

thread of grace that exists in this world.  This world is indeed founded on judgment, but 

still a thread of grace is found each day.  The righteous seek to find that point of grace or 

time of good will.  The wicked by their evil qualities bring about divine wrath above.  But 

we still find that goodness is more plentiful.  When the righteous succeed in finding grace 

in this world, all that the wicked do is not able to take that grace from them.  When the 

wicked seek to gain strength from that moment of anger that exists in heaven, God holds 

back the anger.  This war goes on every day.  It also takes place within the individual Jew, 

and we have to arouse the quality of grace every day.  (Sefat Emet) 

 


